 
Religious Education at Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbus, IN 
 
Our religious Education program affirms and promotes the principles of the Unitarian Universalist Association, which are as follows (these are the children’s Rainbow Principles):

· We believe that each and every person is important

· We believe that all people should be treated fairly

· We believe that we should accept one another and keep learning together

· We believe that each person is free to search for what is true and right and life

· We believe that all persons should have the right to speak out and have a vote about what concerns them

· We believe in working for a peaceful , fair, and free world

· We believe in caring for our planet Earth, the home we share with all living things

We strive to offer our children a firm foundation based on the RE Pillars. Each year our Religious Education classes will focus on one of the following through their curricula and outside activities:

· God Images teaches our children other names for God, e.g. Spirit, Goddess, Life, or Love. They hear stories that present concepts of God, inspired from world religions, feminist studies, science, and human experience, and then have an opportunity to explore their own images of God.

· UU Principles and History  focuses on our UU history. We sing songs, tell stories, and do role plays to learn about the UU principles, UU history, and famous UUs.
· Earth Based Spirituality teaches our children the need to revere and preserve our planet Earth and all living things. We learn about Earth Based religions and beliefs, and celebrate the scared circle of life and how to live in harmony with the rhythms of nature. 
· World Religions explores the diversity of religious beliefs in our world today. We learn about how other people think about God, prayer, and worship. We explore their origins, traditions, sacred writings, forms of worship, and major holidays.

· Judeo/Christian History gives the children a foundation in the majority religion of our country. They  learn the important biblical stories from both the Old and New Testament and the major characters of Judeo/Christianity as well as get a strong understanding of the phenomenon of Jesus Christ as a revolutionary and historic figure. 

· Peace and Social Justice  enables our children to examine their values and act upon their loving and compassionate instincts as well as reinforcing the importance of Peace and Social Justice work in our UU history and this community.

