Memory Walk of

Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Columbus Indiana

Terms and Conditions for use of the space as a scatter garden
1.  Name and Purpose:   The area shall be referred to as “the Memory Walk”, and shall remain a natural, accessible space in the woods with multiple uses.  In addition to the scattering and interring of cremated remains, uses of the space may also include gatherings, services, weddings, RE activities, meditation, and contemplation.

2. Authority:   The use and maintenance of the Memory Walk of UUCCI is under the exclusive control of UUCCI and shall be administered through the Board of Trustees or a committee designated by the Board.  No individual shall acquire any right whatsoever with respect to the use or the appearance of the Memory Walk or related memorial materials.  The UUCCI may alter, modify or relocate the Memory Walk and/or any memorial materials whenever such changes are required or desirable, based solely on the judgment of the Board of Trustees., or its designee.
3. Agreement:  Each applicant for use of the Memory Walk understands and agrees that cremated remains will not be recoverable or preserved intact.  They will be considered irretrievable and also unidentifiable.   Each applicant understands and agrees that by scattering, remains of different individuals may become commingled.  UUCCI and its representatives pledge all reasonable cooperation and compassion in placing remains, but are not responsible for acts of nature or unforeseeable circumstances and cannot guarantee ultimate satisfaction of disposition.  Each application will include a signed statement of this understanding and will address when and by whom remains will be placed.  

4. Eligibility:   The remains of the following persons are eligible for disposition in the Memory Walk area of UUCCI:
a. A member or former member of UUCCI 
b. A contributing friend or former friend of UUCCI

c.  A family member or partner of a member or contributing friend of UUCCI

d.   Any other person whom the Board of Trustees of the church or its designee shall accept for disposition in the Memory walk area.  

5.  Records:  The names of all persons whose remains are placed at UUCCI will be maintained by UUCCI.    The minister or designee of the Board of Trustees will acquire State Form 14391 “Disposition of Cremated Human Remains on Private Property” from the county Health Dept and file it with the Recorder of Bartholomew County within 10 days of placing the remains, in accordance with state law, paying the fee for recording.

6. Memorialization: The names of those persons will be displayed at or near the actual site of the resting place of the remains. Persons whose remains are not in the area may also be memorialized along the Memory Walk.  The style, design, and maintenance of that display will be in accordance with the policies and decision of the Board or its designee.  Any display will be in keeping with the natural surrounding of the Memory Walk.
7. Procedure:  The spreading or interment of remains may be accomplished through arrangement with either the minister or Board’s designee. No urns will be accepted.   No unauthorized disposition of remains or memorial services shall be conducted, nor shall any unauthorized shrines, for example flowers, plantings, decorations, or statuary, be placed in or about the Memory Walk. 

8.  Fees/Donations:  A fee shall be assessed for placing remains at the Memory Walk, to cover the costs of creating a public record, for displaying the name of the person in the area, and to contribute to the maintenance of the Memory Walk.  A lesser fee shall be assessed for memorializing a person, to cover the costs of displaying the names of the person.   Any amount over actual costs for recording and/or displaying will be accumulated in a separate account for the Memory Walk and will be used for upgrading and maintaining the area.   The Memory Walk designee(s) shall review and adjust fees as needed.  The fee for placing remains will be paid when the agreement is signed.  The fee for memorializing a person will be paid when materials are ordered.  Fees are stated in the current Memory Walk brochure.  Donations will be gratefully accepted at any time.
9.  Review and Revision:  The Board of Trustees of UUCCI, or its designee, shall 

regularly review and revise this statement of policy and procedure pertaining to the Memory Walk, and to any memorial displays, memorial books, and records.
Date adopted:  May 13, 2010
